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 This Week 
Saturday, 5 September 

● ComEd Activities for Children Begins 
● SCO Boutique Open from 9:30 - 11:00 
Monday, 7 September 

● ASA Session 1 POSTPONED 
● Student Photo Week 
● ECC Parent Information Night 18:00 
Tuesday, 8 September 

● Grades 1 and 2 Parent Information Night 18:00 
Wednesday, 9 September 

● Grades 3 and 4 Parent Information Night 18:00 
Thursday, 10 September 

● Grade 5 Parent Information Night 18:00 
Friday, 11 September 

● Elementary School celebrates Roald Dahl 
● Grades 2-5 Assembly 9:45 Canteen 

Future Dates 
Monday, 14 September 

● ASA Session 1 Begins 
Tuesday, 15 September 

● Middle School Afternoon 11:30 
Thursday, 17 September 

● MSHS 3 Way Conferences 15:30—18:30 
Friday, 18 September 

● SCO/PTA Snack Sale 
● SCO/PTA Adult Social 19:00 details inside 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Notes from Head of School 

 

Dear Parents, 
 

I would like to thank all of those community members who attended our 
Celebration of Life ceremony for Peter Goverde yesterday afternoon.  Ann-

Marie was appropriately moved not only by the ceremony itself but also by the large number 
that were in attendance.  It definitely helped her to feel that she is not alone. 
 

I would also like to thank my administrative and management team, and all of the other 
faculty and staff who helped to make the ceremony so special.  We are lucky to have a such a caring and supportive 
environment here at UNIS Hanoi and it has made us all proud to be associated with it. 
 

All of the research on death and dying indicates that it takes time for each of us to go through the grieving and healing 
process.  And we proceed through it at a varied pace.  We believe we have a good start on that process and our crisis 
management team will continue to guide and monitor our students, faculty and staff to insure we continue in this 
constructive direction. 
 

This message is also to inform you that we have now had our first confirmed case of H1N1.  One of our HS students tested 
positive for this virus on Friday morning at SOS clinic.  The student had been in isolation since Thursday, has been put a 
regimen of Tamiflu, is already seeing signs of recovery, and has been allowed to return home where he will remain 
quarantined for 7 days. 
 

After consultation with our medical advisors, we have completed a thorough additional cleaning of the whole campus and 
will meet with teachers on Monday morning to go over the symptoms and procedures again.  The medical advisors indicated 
that responding quickly to symptoms is the key to an aggressive containment campaign of the virus.  They also asked me to 
encourage all parents to keep students at home if there are any symptoms, and seek medical assistance if the symptoms 
worsen. 
 

In the meantime, school will be open as normal on Monday.  Working together, I am hopeful that we will maintain a safe 
and healthy campus.  As always, please contact us should you have any questions. 
 
Kind regards, 
Dr. Barder 

mailto:info@unishanoi.org
http://www.unishanoi.org/
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Student Photo Week at UNIS 

This coming week all UNIS students 
in all grades will have their picture 
taken by Matthew Dakin ,  a 
professional photographer.  Matthew 
is very familiar with UNIS and many 
of the students.  He will be providing 
families with the child’s proof in a few 
weeks and you will be able to order 
high quality photos of your child.   
 
Individual photos will taken Monday 
to Wednesday and class group photos 
on Thursday.  Make-up day for missed 
photos will not be until April 2010.   

Suggestions For Taking a Fantastic Photograph 

Monday: 11 BM, Grade 5, Grade 4, Grade 3, 6 DG, Grade 12, 6 HN, 6 JL, 8 BD, 8 FR 
 
Tuesday:  11 NP, Grade 1, Grade 2, Grade 9, Grade 12, 8 CT, 7 BP, 7 LO, 7 BH 
 
Wednesday:  11 DL, Kindergarten, Prek/Discovery, Grade 12, Grade 10 
 
Thursday:  Group Class Photos       

Friday Afternoon was filled with FUN ACTIVTIES for the High School students.  Teachers and 
students alike participated in a wide range of events to test their cooperation and endurance.  Some of 

the students took part in water events becoming human sponges. 

Attention Families: You should have received an email this past week to update your information.   It is important for us 
to be able to reach you in case of emergency as well as being able to forward school information to you.    If you did not re-
ceive an email containing your contact information, please contact Ms Naoko Inui at communityliaison@unishanoi.org 
please reply and let us know of your current contact information.  We will publish the school directory based on the infor-
mation.  Thank you for your cooperation.  

mailto:communityliaison@unishanoi.org


 04 September 2009  3 

Vacancy to be filled on the Board of Directors 

Roald Dahl Day in Elementary School this Friday 

The UNIS Board of Directors is seeking nominations to fill a vacancy due to the departure from Hanoi of a parent-
elected member. The selected candidate would be asked by the Board to serve as a Board-Appointed Director through 
July 1 2010, completing the vacated term. 
 
In making a selection, the Board will consider gaps in its expertise. The Board strongly encourages nominations from the 
Asian community. The nominees do not need to be parents of a UNIS student. 
  
Nominations should include a rationale and brief resume along with consent of the person suggested; and, self-
nominations are welcome. Please forward nominations to the Ms. Thuy the Administrator in Human Resources at 
hradministrator@unishanoi.org and phone 3758 1551 ext 8719. 
 
The Board requests submission by 16:00 on Monday, September 14, 2008.  Candidates are strongly encouraged to talk 
with at least one board member before the submission deadline. Please refer to the UNIS Website for more information 
about the Board http://www.unishanoi.org/pages/about/BODirectors/BOD.html 
  
If you have any questions about nomination or the work of the Board of Directors, please contact Edith Morch, BoD 
Chair  at edithmorch@yahoo.com or one member of the Board Nominations Committee: Michael Iademarco 
(miademarco@earthlink.net), Rafael Ramirez (raramirez@unicef.org) , and James Winkler (jim_winkler@dai.com). 

Next week in the elementary school we will be celebrating the stories of Roald Dahl and the teachers will be adding a 
touch of Dahl magic and humour to their lessons. 
 
Friday is the official "Roald Dahl" day but everyday is a great day to share a Roald Dahl story.   

mailto:hradministrator@unishanoi.org
http://www.unishanoi.org/pages/about/BODirectors/BOD.html
mailto:edithmorch@yahoo.com
mailto:miademarco@earthlink.net
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Welcome to Counselor’s Corner! It has been a difficult time for the UNIS community and no doubt many parents have 
had various questions from children regarding the death of Mr. Peter Goverde.  I trust the communication and 
information regarding how to best support you child, sent to you by Dr. Barder and made available through the school’s 
website has been useful.  Should there be ongoing issue for your child in relation to issue of Mr. Goverde’s passing, please 
contact the counseling staff here at UNIS. 
 

This year the three counselors hope to contribute regularly to the newsletter. Karen Hafner, the High School Counselor 
will keep you up to date with College related matters, Lillian Canada the Elementary Counselor will focus on issues 
specific to that age group and I will generally focus on Middle School matters which many also be applicable to High 
School students from time to time. 
 

This week I would like to reflect on the importance of school (not education as such) and what students claim to like most 
about their school. Research suggests that fitting in and feeling that they belong at school was one of the major factors in 
promoting well-being, self-esteem and resilience in young people. In addition when young people were surveyed about the 
positive aspects of their school they listed things such as; socializing with friends, specific teachers, specific subjects, the 
physical layout and facilities of the school and learning. (Source: Creating resilient families. A Fuller, 2004). 
 

I have been working in Education for a number of years now and although many students report feeling challenged with 
academic programmes, transition to a new school, peer conflict, adapting to new cultures and cities among other things, 
many are able to identify things that they liked about the school they attend.  In my first few weeks at UNIS I have met 
with students who are new to the school and I am very pleased to report that many of them reported feeling very positive 
about their transition to UNIS and spoke highly of the support they have received from their teachers. 
 

Unfortunately, not all students share or will continue to share the positive experiences that school offers all the time. For 
those of you who have a child who may not be enjoying life at UNIS and feel they require assistance please feel free to 
contact the respective divisional counselor,  Karen Hafner (High School) hscounselor@unishanoi.org Gerard Knobel 
(Middle School Counselor) mscounselor@unishanoi.org Lillian Canada (Elementary Counselor) 
escounselor@unishanoi.org or another member of staff so that we can help you and your child address the issues. 

I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible as the year progresses. 
 
Gerard Knobel 
Middle School Counselor 

Counselor’s Corner 

Middle and High School After School Activities 
The first session for Middle and High School After School Activities (ASAs) will begin the week of September 14 – 
18.  Registration for After School Activities will take place during the lunch period next Monday, September 7 and 
Tuesday, September 8.  Information about available activities can be found on  the community page of the portal 
(under community – Extra Curricular Activities – ASA – General Info) or click here to link to the portal.   

Energize Fitness Program  
These hours are for the period between September 7 and December 11.   There will special Energize hours during the 
October break week and those hours will be announced in a future Tin Tuc.  Beginning this weekend, the pool will now 
hold lanes for lap swimming.  Lanes 5-6 will be for intermediate and advanced swimmers.  Lanes 3-4 will be for 
beginning and intermediate swimmers.  People swimming laps should stay in their lane and swim in a counter clock wise 
rotation as they move end to end.  The pool life guards will be happy to explain.  Lanes 1 and 2 will be available for 
recreation swimming.  Recreation swimmers should not cross over or jump into the marked lanes where swimmers are 
working out. 

ENERGIZE Opening Hours 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Pool 
6:15 – 7:30 

17:35 – 20:00 
6:15 – 7:30 

17:35 – 20:00 
17:35 – 20:00 

6:15 – 7:30 
17:35 – 20:00 

6:15 – 7:30 
17:35 – 20:00 

8:00 – 18:00 8:00 – 18:00 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Gym 
6:15 – 7:30 

15:30 – 20:30 
6:15 – 7:30 

15:30 – 20:30 
6:15 – 7:30 

15:30 – 20:00 
6:15 – 7:30 

15:30 – 20:30 
6:15 – 7:30 

15:30 – 20:30 
8:00-17:00 

8:00-12:30 
13:30-17:00 

mailto:hscounselor@unishanoi.org
mailto:mscounselor@unishanoi.org
mailto:escounselor@unishanoi.org
http://portal2.unishanoi.org/community/asa/default.aspx?Paged=TRUE&p_FSObjType=1&p_ID=92&p_Modified=20081117%2006%3a56%3a36&View=%7bF2763D54%2dD477%2d402F%2dBD4A%2d8A1AC18A92F4%7d&PageFirstRow=6
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SCO Parent Social @ Don’s Place   Friday, 18 September 

SCO Boutique sells UNIS merchandise 

 

SCO/PTA New School Year Party at “Don’s Place” September 18 
The SCO/PTA has planned a fabulous opportunity for the UNIS parents, teachers and administration to celebrate the new 
school year in style, with a special preview party of a restaurant opening soon in Xuan Dieu (#16, Lane 27) called ―Don’s 
Place‖. Canadian owner, Donald Berger, a well known Chef from around Hanoi and former partner in ―Vine‖, has planned a 
sumptuous buffet menu of assorted delights for the evening, along with free flow beer, wine, mixers and soft drinks, from  
7 pm – 10 pm on Friday September 18th. From 10 pm a cash bar will be open (drinks at special prices) and the snacks will be 
provided until late. 
 
The white, four storey restaurant with expansive views onto West Lake, will only be open for the UNIS Community on the 
18th , it is a glimpse of what’s in store for the Don’s Place official restaurant opening. 
 
This party is for adults only. There will be no provision for children at this event. 
 
Watch for the invitation which will be emailed to you soon. We request you respond via the link provided in the email. RSVPs 
by Tuesday, 15 September  are essential for catering purposes. Tickets are required for this event:  Guests will pay a portion of 
the cost for the evening and the SCO will cover a portion too. Tickets will be only 200 000 VND and are available for pur-
chase in front of the Canteen at  8.00-8.30am and 3.00-3.45 pm from Wednesday-Friday next week. All tickets purchased in 
advance will go into ― a pre-sale ticket draw‖ for some great prizes, including sauna and massage from ANA Spa, jewellery and 
more. 
 
All welcome! See you there! 
Philippa Wood and France Marcoux unis.sco.socials@gmail.com or 0947193220 

 
UNIS SCO Boutique 
To be opened on Sep 5th, 2009  
 
 
The PTA Boutique will be opened on Saturday, Sep 5th .   
The sale will be at the UNIS field (in the center of the field, under the blue tent) between 9:30 to 11am. 
 
There will be items such as PE pants (only small sizes for ECC/ lower ES children are available at this 
point) caps, water bottle holders, mugs and etc. 
 
We  strongly  need  volunteers to be able to open and help out with the boutique on a  regular basis. Should 
you have any questions or are interested in volunteering, please feel free to contact us. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
PTA Boutique committee 
Mayumi Kobayash, Tuula Mellin, Chie Kimura 
 
unisptaboutique@gmail.com 

The lunch menus for the canteen can be viewed on the UNIS website.  There is a menu for the ECC and another 
menu for the ES/MSHS.  There will be a full update about JJ Food Service in next week’s issue.  Just a note: Students 
are able to buy vouchers in smaller denominations and the voucher size is larger.  

mailto:unis.sco.socials@gmail.com
mailto:unisptaboutique@gmail.com

