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 This Week 
Monday, 24 August  

● ComEd Adult Activities Begin 
Tuesday, 25 August 

● NO MYP Night; held previously held on 20 August 
Thursday, 27 August 

● SCO New Families Coffee 8:30 Library 
Friday, 28 August 

● Grades 2-5 Assembly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Future Dates 
Monday, 31 August 

● MSHS Back to School Night & EAL Info Session 
18:00 

Tuesday, 1 September 

● SCO/PTA Meeting 8:30 Library 
● Board Meeting 17:30 
Wednesday, 2 September 

● Vietnamese National Holiday—UNIS CLOSED 
Friday, 4 September 

● ECC/Grade 1 Assembly 
● HS Afternoon 11:30 
Saturday, 5 September 

● ComEd Activities for Children Begin 
Monday, 7 September 

● ASA Session 1 Begins 
● Student Photo Week 
● ECC Parent Information Night 18:00 

Dear Parents and Students, 
 
Many parents have told us they have unused Aden tickets and would like to redeem them.  We understand there was not 
ample time to redeem the unused Aden canteen tickets before the end of the school year.  We have spoken with Aden 
about the number of outstanding tickets and they are willing to redeem the unused ones. 
  
Starting on Monday, 24 August  to Thursday, 27 August Aden tickets can be redeemed in the Communications Office 
(Admin Building Room G16) from 08:00 to 16:45. 
 
Please bring in the unused tickets, sign a receipt for exchange, get the VND and you are done.  Students are welcome to 
refund their own tickets but UNIS will not be responsible for the VND once the receipt is signed. 
The last day for redemption will be Thursday, 27 August at 16:45. 
 
Start looking for those tickets.  We sympathize with those of you that have already tossed them or are unable to locate 
them. 

Attention Aden Ticket Holders 

All students were supplied with a UNIS Activities Calendar and the oldest child in each school was sent home with 
the UNIS Parent Student Handbook this week.  We hope you find the calendar and handbook helpful in your 
planning.  If you need further information, please contact the Communications Office at 
communications@unishanoi.org or call 3758 1551 ext 8704. 
 
Any student who did not receive their 2008-2009 Yearbook should visit their school‘s office and talk with the 
secretary. 

mailto:info@unishanoi.org
http://www.unishanoi.org/
mailto:communications@unishanoi.org
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Notes from the Head of School 

Dear Parents,  
As we complete our first week, I want to thank everyone for helping to get things started in a good 
direction.  To our hard-working faculty, I recognize all that you have done to be ready for the first day of 
school.  From the temporary relocation of the Art and Music classes to simply getting things sorted for a 
strong beginning, your efforts are greatly appreciated.  Parents and students were also flexible and helpful 
as we launched yet another year at UNIS. 

 

BUILDING PROJECT 
We had some brief issues the first day with the noise from the demolition of the old Art and Music building.  We managed to 
deal with that rather quickly and we were back to our normal quiet campus before 0900.  We hope there will be no further 
interruptions as we begin the construction of the Arts and Sports Centres. 
 

NEW CANTEEN PROVIDER 
We have also been working with our new cafeteria provider, JJ Food Service, to get the canteen program up and running.  We 
are working through the issues and have already made some adjustments already.  I believe everyone is pleased with some of 
the positive changes that JJ Food Service have implemented like the industrial dish washer for safer hygiene and the new look 
and feel which is more inviting, welcoming, and pleasing for students to enjoy their lunch.  JJ are experienced school lunch 
providers in other parts of the world, and we are confident that the remaining issues will get resolved in the coming days. 
 

H1N1 UPDATE 
While we had some sick students as normal last week, there were no H1N1 cases within our student body.  We had one ES 
that contracted a high fever.  Our nurse immediately took the student to our isolation until the parents could pick the student 
up and take them to the hospital for testing.  In the meantime, the nurse took the temperature of every other child in the class 
and found no one else with a fever or any other symptoms. The test results came back negative indicating that the child did 
NOT have H1N1.  So our systems in place are working.  We will continue to update the community regularly regarding H1N1. 
 

CO-CURRICULAR ASAs 
We have had all activities outside of the regular school day on hold this week as per a directive from the Hanoi Department of 
Education.  Now that everyone is back and we have been virus free for one week, and after consultation with health officials 
and other international schools in Hanoi, I have decided to reinstate the Co-curricular program including ASAs beginning 
Monday, 24 August until further notice. 
 

NEW SCHOOL HOURS 
It would appear that the new school hours have caused little disruption or few problems for the school community.  That is 
great.  One issue that we will begin enforcing more vigorously next week is the 08:00 arrival time on campus.  Prior to 08:00, 
faculty and staff are busy preparing for the day including attending meetings, photocopying or preparing the classroom 
environment.  No one is available to supervise students until 08:00.  Once students are on campus, they are our responsibility 
and we take this responsibility seriously.  And it is not acceptable to have students roaming the campus unsupervised.  So 
hopefully you can understand our situation and cooperate with us by arriving at school between 08:00 and 08:15 each day. 
 

I look forward to seeing all of you in the coming weeks at the various back-to-school events.  In the meantime, we seem to be 
off to a strong start for which we hope will be the best year ever for UNIS and its students. 
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Vietnamese: TH֨I GIAN BIԛU M֦I 
 

Theo quan s§t cho thӸy, vi֓c thay Ľ֡i gi֩ h֙c g©y ra m֥t ch¼t x§o tr֥n v¨ m֥t s֝ vӸn ĽԚ. Trong tuӺn t֧i nh¨ trҼ֩ng sԐ tŁng cҼ֩ng nghi°m t¼c thֽc hi֓n 
quy Ľ֗nh m֧i vԚ gi֩ c· mԊt cֳa h֙c sinh bu֡i s§ng l¨ 8:00. TrҼ֧c 8 gi֩, gi§o vi°n v¨ nh©n vi°n bԀn r֥n chuӼn b֗ cho m֥t ng¨y h֙c bao g֟m cӶ vi֓c h֥i 
h֙p, photo t¨i li֓u, chuӼn b֗ l֧p h֙c g֙n g¨ng ngŁn nԂp. Ch¼ng t¹i kh¹ng thԜ tr¹ng coi c§c ch§u trҼ֧c 8:00 s§ng. Khi h֙c sinh có mԊt trong trҼ֩ng, nh¨ 
trҼ֩ng phӶi ch֗u tr§ch nhi֓m vԚ sֽ an to¨n cֳa h֙c sinh. V¨ ch¼ng t¹i hiԜu tr§ch nhi֓m n¨y, v³ thԒ, ch¼ng t¹i kh¹ng thԜ chӸp nhԀn ĽԜ h֙c sinh lang 
thang trong trҼ֩ng m¨ kh¹ng c· ngҼ֩i cֳa nh¨ trҼ֩ng tr¹ng coi, kiԜm so§t. Ch¼ng t¹i hy v֙ng c§c bԀc phֱ huynh hiԜu v¨ h֯p t§c cùng chúng tôi trong 
vӸn ĽԚ n¨y: quĨ v֗ vui l¸ng ĽҼa con t֧i trҼ֩ng trong khoӶng th֩i gian tַ 8:00-8:15 sáng. 
 
T¹i rӸt mong ĽҼ֯c gԊp quĨ v֗ trong c§c hoӴt Ľ֥ng cֳa h֙c sinh trong m֥t s֝ tuӺn tiԒp theo. 
 
NŁm h֙c m֧i Ľ« bԂt ĽӺu, t¹i hy v֙ng rԄng c§c em h֙c sinh sԐ gԊt h§i nhiԚu th¨nh quӶ t֝t ĽԌp trong nŁm h֙c n¨y. Xin cӶm Һn sֽ h֯p t§c cֳa quĨ v֗ phֱ 
huynh. 

 

Kind regards, 
Dr. Barder 
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School Community Organisation News 

Our School Community Organisation (formerly the PTA) would like to offer a warm welcome to all for the new school 
year. In 2009-2010  our SCO will continue to provide support to the extended UNIS community, and we are looking 
forward to another successful year with lots of great fun community building activities!  
 

But first - we have to get organised ! 
 

Attention all Parents - Would you like to help with your child‘s class? According to research your child would love to see 
you helping at school! We need the help of one (or 2 max) parents from each class to act as a support and liaison for 
their child‘s classroom teacher, students, other parents in the class, and the SCO. These Class Parent representatives are 
required (needed) for every class/homeroom at UNIS from Discovery-Grade 12. It doesn‘t matter if you are new to 
UNIS or you have been at our school for some time, we would greatly appreciate your assistance this year! 
 
We are also looking for a volunteer ECC/ES Class Parent Coordinator - Their main role is to liaise with the SCO and 
distribute communication to the Class Parent Representatives. 
 
To volunteer for ECC/ ES classes or for ECC/ES Coordinator  
please contact Kylie Aman (SCO ES Chair) kylieaman70@hotmail.com 
  
To volunteer for Middle/High School classes please  
contact Tracy Lynn (SCO MSHS Chair) talsajen@gmail.com 
 
DATE CLAIMER 
-It was wonderful to meet many new families last Monday during Orientation.  Hopefully we will see ―new‖ parents 
again on Thursday the 27th of August from 8.30 a.m. at the Welcome Coffee Morning in the UNIS Library. 
 
-The first SCO Meeting will be held in the Library on Thursday, 1 September at 8:30 in the Library, 
please come and find out more about your SCO.  All welcome!  

All Students in Pre-Kindergarten, Kindergarten and Grade 1 are invited to join the UNIS Music Academy Keyboard classes. 

 

Classes are held at UNIS with 4-6 students in each group.  

Two levels are offered **Monkeyôs is for Pre-K or Kindergarten  and are beginners to the keyboard. 

 **Geckoôs is for Kindergarten or Grade 1who have had at least 1 year or more experience with 

learning the keyboard at UNIS or the Yamaha Music School. 

 

All books, accompaniment CD, Magnetic Music board and Music bag are provided. 

Cost is $5 per lesson. Parents are billed for a semester with payment being made to the ANZ Bank. 

 

A parent or caregiver is responsible for collecting the child from their classroom, accompanying them to the lesson, attending 

the lesson with the child, and then taking the child home.  

 

Lessons commence on Tuesday, September 15. Please contact Ms Cham via email for additional information or to register for 

lessons. maassistant@unishanoi.org 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  

Monkey 
15:15-15:45 

Gecko 
14:20-14:40 

Monkey 
15:15-15:45 

Gecko 
15:15-15:45 

Gecko 
15:45-16:15 

Monkey 
14:40-15:10 

Gecko 
15:45-16:15 

Monkey 
15:45-16:15 

Keyboard Classes for Early Learners 

mailto:kylieaman70@hotmail.com
mailto:talsajen@gmail.com
mailto:maassistant@unishanoi.org
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MYP Matters  
The Thursday, 20 August evening information session explaining the MYP was directed at parents of Grade 6 students 
and at parents of students who have just joined UNIS in Grades 7 through 10 as these students follow the Middle Years 
Programme.  If you wish to view the slides presented they are on the portal in the Middle High School Information 
section here.  
 
Parents easily grasp the holistic nature of the programme, and they quickly appreciate that our curriculum couples 
rigorous academics with responsible citizenship.  The aspect of the MYP that usually requires a second look by parents is 
Assessment.  In short, all tasks are assessed against a set of criteria so it is common for one task to have a few different 
grades on it.  The salient feature of MYP assessed work is that students (and parents) can use the criteria to see how to 
progress to a higher level on the next task.   A coffee morning will be held in the future to elaborate on how assessment 
is done in the MYP.   The invitation to that event will appear here in Tin Tuc. 
 
Queries, comments are always welcome to Jane Altemen, your MYP Coordinator at mypcoordinator@unishanoi.org 
 
Jane Altemen 
MYP Coordinator 

Students and Faculty Welcome the New School Year and the First Day of School 
 
Dr Barder started the school year with an all school assembly.  As students left the assembly, Dr Barder beat the 
the Vietnamese drum until all students had exited the canteen…until the very last student had exited to signify the 
start of school.   

PE and House T-shirts can be purchased in the Communications 
Office Building 7 Room G16 for 50,000 vnd per shirt. 

http://portal2.unishanoi.org/secschool/MSHS%20Information/Introduction%20to%20the%20MYP.pptx
mailto:mypcoordinator@unishanoi.org


 21 August 2009  5 

JJ Food Service Brightens the Canteen with face-life & food 

The UNIS Canteen has changed over the summer as Dr Barder mentioned.  JJ Food Service has done a great job 
providing a new meal plan for the students.  Students are finding the food to be very tasty and they like the 
variety.  Here is what students are saying about JJ Food Service:   
ES      MSHS 

Yummy!      Delicious, Awesome 
Tastes much better!     Like the choice:  Western or Asian 
       Expensive but tastes much better 
       Canteen looks beautiful 
       Line‘s are too long 
       More flavor and variety 
       Want more snacks sold during breaks 
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Board of Directors seek Committee Members 

The UNIS Board of Directors Seeks Committee Members for 2009-2010 School year.  If you have been interested in 
learning how a board works or what happens at the committee level, this is your chance to learn more about committee 
work, share your skills with the school and meet other parents. 
  

Building and Facilities Committee 
 Click here to review the purpose of the Building and Facilities Committee  
● Finance Committee 
 Click here to review  the purpose of the Finance Committee  
● Governance Committee 
This Committee assists and guides the UNIS-Hanoi Board of Directors on all matters UNIS Constitution and bylaws.  The 
Governance Committee also advises and makes recommendations to the BoD on the need for amendments to the UNIS 
Constitution and by-laws to ensure the structures and processes by which the governing bodies operate, communicate and 
reach decisions are relevant, effective, and conducive to the continued stewardship, improvement, and excellence of the 
School. 
● Policy Committee 
 Click here to review the purpose of the Policy Committee 
 

Committee membership will be determined at beginning of school year, it is never too early to submit your interest and 
become involved. 
Contact: Sarah Garner, BoD vice chair, at sarahgarner@unishanoi.org 
 
Please indicate which Committee you are interested in serving on, submit a CV and short rationale for why you would like to 
join a particular committee.  All committees seek volunteers. 

Activities for all ages at UNIS ComEd 

Bits and Pieces 
Interested in photography and how the world is viewed from many perspectives...check out this United Nation photography 
site and think about adding your own.   
http://www.ipc - undp.org/photo/  
 
Wondering how you can help feed the world and have fun at the same time?  This website is great for all ages and lets you 
know how much you really know about the world.   http://freerice.com/ 
  

The Community Education Programme, Session 1 (2009-2010) is available now. Each student should have brought home the 
latested ComEd brochure today. 
 
 In this Session 1, you will have chance to learn about Vietnamese Culture with a Stroll through the Old Streets or an Art Tour; for 

newcomers, try Vietnamese classes and Using the Public Bus System in Hanoi; explore a new world with Discover Perfume or 

Making Your Own Lacquer Painting or try our popular cooking classesé and many more. 
 
Please follow this link to register online. 
For more information, please contact Ha Dinh, Community Education Officer at comed@unishanoi.org 

http://www.unishanoi.org/documents/Board_Buildings.pdf
http://www.unishanoi.org/documents/Board_Finance_Committee.pdf
http://www.unishanoi.org/documents/Board_Policy_Committee.pdf
mailto:sarahgarner@unishanoi.org
http://www.ipc-undp.org/photo/
http://freerice.com/
http://www.unishanoi.org/pages/community/comed/booking/ComEdbookingform_August_2009.asp
mailto:comed@unishanoi.org


 21 August 2009  7 

 

ASA Swimming Programme 
Information for  NEW Elementary Families 

 
UNIS offers swimming for Elementary students of different levels and experience, from Kindergarten to grade 5. Each 
student wishing to join will have to sign up for their level-appropriate group. The idea of ‗levels‘ is to find for the student the 
most appropriate and challenging group for developing their skills. 
 
To determine the swimming level of new UNIS students, please see below the day and time when your child can be tested. 
You will also have a chance to meet with the Aquatics Coordinator and find out more about UNIS swimming programs. 
 
· Kindergarten & Gr. 1 new students 15:15-16:15 on Monday, 24 August  

· Grade 2 & 3 new students 15:15-16:15 on Tuesday, 25 August  

· Grade 4 & 5 new students 15:15-16:15 on Thursday, 27 August  

 
On the day of the test parents are responsible to bring their child to the UNIS pool and stay at the pool area. Please meet the 
Aquatics Coordinator at 15:15 in front of the changing rooms, outside of the pool, near the basketball courts.  Don‘t forget 
to take swimming gear – a swimsuit, goggles and towel. Parents are welcome to bring flip flops as outside shoes aren‘t 
allowed on the pool deck. 
If you have more than one child you may bring both of them at the same time for testing. 

 
Information for  NEW Middle/High School Families 

Each student wishing to join the ASA swimming program will have to sign up for their level-appropriate group. Beginner-
level swimmers will have to sign up for the group ―Fitness & Technique‖. There is no test required to enter this group. 
Intermediate and advanced swimmers will need to attend a tryout in order to join the Hammerheads swim team. 
Tryouts will be organized on Friday, 28 August  from 15:30 at the UNIS pool. 
 
Please contact the Aquatics Coordinator Eleonora Jaranova at ejaranova@unishanoi.org if you have any questions. 

ENERGIZE Opening Hours, starting Aug 17 ï Aug 30 
  Mon, Aug 17 Tue, Aug 18 Wed, Aug 19 Thu, Aug 20 Fri, Aug 21 Sat, Aug 22 Sun, Aug 23 

Pool 
6:15 ï 7:30 

17:00 ï 20:00 
6:15 ï 7:30 

15:30 ï 20:00 
15:30 ï 20:00 

6:15 ï 7:30 
15:30 ï 20:00 

6:15 ï 7:30 
17:30 ï 19:00 

8:15 ï 11:00 
16:30 ï 18:00 

8:15 ï 18:00 

Gym 15:00 ï 20:30 15:00 ï 20:30 closed 15:00 ï 20:30 15:00 ï 20:30 
8:00-12:00 

13:00-17:00 
8:00-12:00 

13:00-17:00 
  Mon, Aug 24 Tue, Aug 25 Wed, Aug 26 Thu, Aug 27 Fri, Aug 28 Sat, Aug 29 Sun, Aug 30 

Pool 
6:15 ï 7:30 

17:00 ï 20:00 
6:15 ï 7:30 

17:00 ï 20:00 
17:00 ï 20:00 

6:15 ï 7:30 
17:00 ï 20:00 

6:15 ï 7:30 
17:00 ï 20:00 

8:15 ï 18:00 8:15 ï 18:00 

Gym 15:00 ï 20:30 15:00 ï 20:30 closed 15:00 ï 20:30 15:00 ï 20:30 
8:00-12:00 

13:00-17:00 
8:00-12:00 

13:00-17:00 

Energize Hours 

mailto:ejaranova@unishanoi.org

